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Professor Smertenko's = 
Olitical" American boycott of British 


goods and services designed to influence 


the policy of H.M.G. on Palestine. 


The Minister of State has said that in his 
opinion we can tell Lord Latham that we see no 
objection to his publishing the attached 
correspondence. As he points out, this might 
well have the effect of sending the scheme off at 
half cock. 


As Professor Smertenko is an American ~ 
subject, the North American Department will have 
views on this matter. I have discussed it 
informally with them and Mr. Rundall and TI are 
agreed that there is’no reason for us to raise 
ob jection to the course proposed by Lord Latham. 
Whether or not the correspondence is published it 
will not effect the eventual decision of the 
organisers with regard to putting the boycott into 
force. Publication will not precipitate action 
against us and may well embarrass the organisers 
in their preparations. Professor Smertenko is 
not very popular in the U.S. I do not think he 
comes off very well in the correspondence. As 
I see it, we have nothing to lose by exposing his 
plans and very likely Something to gain by 
alienating a certain section of American opinion 
from him. 


The passing of this correspondence to a 
newspaper like the "Daily Herald" would, of course, 
be done entirely on the initiative of Lord Latham 
and we should not appear in the matter. I 
suggest that this point should be emphasized in 
replying to Lord Latham as proposed above. 


North American Dept. 1, 6 Sen 


(J.G.S. Beith) 


loth June, 1947. 
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Minutes. 


tT am inclined to ayree with Mr. Beith. 
The only risk we take, as I see it, is that 
publication may force Mr.Smertenko and his 
friends for pride's sake to proceed with their 
plans. .But they are likely to do this in any 
case, and it would be a pity to miss such a 
first-class opportunity of exposing to the 
deluded American public the workings of the 
vast propaganda machine of Zionism 


Le ' We clearly cannot appear in the matter 
but we might perhaps offer Lord Latham some 
unofficial advice. If he does not know it 
already we might give him some background 
Material on the American League for a Free 
Palestine, tying up this effort with Ben 

Hecht and his recent advertisements. From 

the point of view of Aimerican enlightenment 

it is important to give publicity to the 
letters to Judge Bennet and Billy Rose. 
Finally, we mizht do all we can to see that he 
and the "Daily Herald" attribute these views 
to "Zionist extremists" and not to Zionism or 
Americans generally. 


.3B.ARundas, 
dith June ,1947- 
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‘ I enclose copy of a letter fron and of 


my reply to Johan J.cmertenko, who will be 
known to you and your Department. When 
here he repeatedly endeavoured to get me 
to join his Anglo-American Committee and, 
indeed, to become its President. I declin- 
ed as, inter alia, the objects of the 
Committee were in conflict with the Gov- 
ernment's Palestinian policy and because 

I became increasingly anxious as to the 
motives behind the Committee'ts activities. 
My misgivings received ample confirmation 
from the actions and the boastful state- 
ments of Smertenko in Italy, which led to 
his being forbidden to return to this 
Country. I thought you might be interested 
in the latest threats of this erstwhile 
professor of English literature turned 
agitator who, having lamentably failed to 
further his Anglo-American Committee in 
this Country, now, it appears, seeks to 
show a modest return to his American sub- 
Scribers by a "pale and sickly" imitation 
of the exploits of Capt. Boycott of 
unhappy Irish memory. 
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| Would it be useful to send copies of 
the letters to the "Daily Herald" or would 
that embarrass the Foreign Office? , 


| Y ~~ oe a Oe eee Hy 

The Rt.Hon.Hector McNeill, M.P., 
Minister of State, ; 
Encs. Foreign Office, Whitehall, S.Wel. 


a, 
ation 


ble abuse of the hospitality of this 
ace of some of those, including wyself, 
ed, I suppose I ht not to be surprised — 
tan me suggesting that I should assist the 
those associated with you 


‘Srtties people or their 
te té the sort of | enapoaic 


Copy 


23515 Massachesetts Ave.,N.W.; 
: Washington 8,D.C. 


@. | | May 21, 1947. 
a Soe 

Lord Charles Lathan, | 

House| of Lords, 7 

Chiltern Court, 

London, England. 


Dear Charles : 


7 There is nothing I need to add on the political side to the letter 
I have just written Sidney Elliott. I know Sidney's influence in the 
party, but I am confident that if you find it possible to add your 
voice to it, there will be a marked change in the attitude and action 
of the Government on the Palestine situation. | 
We know that the Government's present position on the Palestine 
question has a profit and loss basis. I believe tha the Government 
has much more to lose than it can ever hope to gain, boycott or no 
boycott, by continuing its present policy. The Government thinks 
otherwise. However, the introduction of this economic issue may cause 
Bevin to draw up a new balance sheet. If Bevin doesn't.do so, at least 
Dalton and Cripps will do it. Perhaps their counsels will prevail. 


We shall not be deflected from our purpose by the fact that the 
United Nations now has the Palestine question under consideration,We 
@re certain of the outcome of that piece of play acting and we do not 

_ 4atend to lose six months or more in waiting for results that are a 
‘foregone conclusion. Therefore, there is need for haste in England. 
As I wréte Bevin when the Anglo-American Committee was engaged in its 
fruitless task, the Goverrment will not lose face by announcing that 
in order to aid the Fact Finding Commission in reaching a jut and 
practical solution for the Palestine problem, it has removed the 
question of the 1939 White Paper and of Hebrew immigration from 

_ consideration by abrogating that White Paper and by approving the 
‘immediate repatriation of the Hebrews in concentration and displaced 
persons camps of Europe. 


This action will immediately result in the cessation of Underground 
Resistance, which in turn will make it possible for the Government to 
remove a great portion of the present British Army in Palestine and to 
re-establish tts civil administration in place of the present police stat. 


I know that all of these ideas run counter to Bevin's stand on 
Palestine. He will have to eat a great many ill-chosen words, but I 
think that the issues at stake are far greater than the question of 
his personal discomfort and indigestion. I am sure there are plenty 
of surgeons in Britain who can cope with stomach ulcers. 


Cordially, 


(sgd). Johan J. Smertenko.U”?. 
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in ai4 of Jewish terrorism ani illegal 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


immigration into Palestine. There S8cem to 
ens that Ben Hecht's latest and most 


scurrilous advertisements have, if anything, 
lovered the stock of the Jewish extremists 


in tae United State sy and Professor Smertenko's 


ee tO Jul se Bennet. ani Mrs Biliy Rose 
qne/Tikely to have a similsr effect, © 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


18th June, i947, 


Thank you for your letter of the @nd June enclosing 
copies of correspondence exchanged by you with Professor 
Snertenko on the subject of a threatened boycott of British 
roods and services in the United States for the purpose of 

nfluencing the policy of !Iis Majesty's Government in regord 


to alestine, 


ve ghould have no objection whatever to your 
communicating the correspondence to the “Daily Herald" as 
sucspgested, Indeed publication of it in full might prove 
very useful in helping to frustrate the Professor's achemes 
by civing them premature publicity. As you will know, 
His Majesty's Government have made very strong representation 
to the United States Government about the advertisenents 
in tne United States press issued by Ben Ueeht and the 
American League for a Yree Palestine, calling for 
subscriptions in aid ef Jewish terrorism and illegal 
inmicration into valLestine, There seem to be signs that 

en Hecht's latest and moat scurrilous advertisements have, 
if anything, lowered the stock of the Jewish extremists in 
the United jtates, and Professor 3mertenko's letters to 
dudse Bennet and ilr, Billy Rose would seem likely to have 


a similar effect, 


SR 
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It is important that the views expressed in this 
correspondence should be attributed to "Zionist extremists" 
and not to Zionism or Americans generselly, and I should be 
grateful if you could make this point with the "Daily ic 
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Minutes, \Q 


Wing Commander E.R. Millington, MP, . 
(Chelmsford, Labour) wishes to discuss with the 
Foreign Office the idea that he and two 
representatives of Jewish Trade Associations 
Should visit the United States in order to urge 
American Zionists not to boycott British goods. 
He would also like to hold a few public meetings 
on the subject of British policy in Palestine. 


I have discussed this with Mr. Ingleson, 
Board of Trade, who states that the boycott is 
only on a very Small scalee He agrees with me 
that Wing Commander Millington is unlikely to 
convert the unconvertable and may indeed increase 
the boycott by giving it publicity. I should 
doubt also whether we want public meetings on 
Palestine at presente 


In the absence of any Minister, would lhir. 
Burrows be prepared to see Wing Commander 


Millington? If so, Miss Jose will be glad to 
make the appointment. 


___ hw 


| (F.5.A. Rundall 
Bastern Dept. 23rd September, 1917. 
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' 7 1 4! BRITISH EMBASSY, _ 
~ | WASHINGTON 8, D.C. 


i 
947 | lst August 1947 


FID 7 
efs 4/47 4 | Aue 


Dear Department, 


We received at the Embassy on the 28th July 
a small deputation who wished to talk "off the 
record" about the possibility of preventing a boycott 
of British goods in this country because of British 
policy towards Palestine. 


2. The deputation consisted of Wm. S. Bennet, 

a lawyer and ex-Congressman (R.), Professor Shapley, 
a distinguished astronomer from Harvard, who has 
been at a number of international seientific con- 
ferences and is at present head of the Scientific 
Research Council of America, and Mr. 0. Ehrhorn, a 
lawyer, who used to be a Referee in Bankruptcy In 
New York and is a prominent lay Episcopalian. Bennet 
was at one time Co-Chairman of the American League 
for a Free Palestine, but resigned, he said, because 
he did not agree with some of their more extreme 
views. Both he and Mr. Ehrhorn are occasionally 
consulted by this body. Professor Shapley is said 
to be a Russophile and a supporter of Wallace. 


391440 G40938 D1T8Nd 3HL 4O LHDIYAdOD 


3. Bennet, who was a member of an American 
delegation which saw the Secretary of State about 
Palestine in November 1945 and gave him the enclosed 
letter signed by members of the American League for 

a Free Palestine, said that there was a considerable 
danger of various Jewish and non-Jewish organizations 
combining to institute a boycott of British goods. 
His thesis, developed at great length, was that this 
might be avoided if H.M.G. would now clearly announce 
that they would accept whatever recommendations the 


NOO NOT 


Eastern Department, /United 
Foreign Office, 
London, 8.W.1. 


a 


Yr 
aA. 
a 


United Nations might produce upon Palestine, with a 
reservation, if necessary, about the carrying out of 
these recommendations, We explained the attitude 
which H.M.G. had in fact adopted and why it was 
difficult for us to make a unilateral declaration 

at this time, basing ourselves on the telegrams 
which you sent on that particular point before and 
during the recent session. The conversation roamed 
over familiar ground in regard to the Anglo-American 
Committee's recommendations,and the attitude taken 
towards them by H.M.G. and the U.3. Government, It 
became evident that the deputation were completely 
ignorant of the last British proposals. These we 
expyeined to them, and we promised to pass their 
views on. 


4. Although there are isolated cases of British 
goods being boycotted, neither we nor the deputation 
have any evidence that 


& concerted campaign is being 
planned. We naturally have our ears to the ground on 
this matter, but so far have discovered nothing more 
than a few personal protests and abstentions and 
quite unorganized efforts by individuals to influence 
their friends. We feel fairly sure that British 
policy concerning illegal immigration is much more 
likely to lie at the root of such protests than doubt 
about H.M.G.'s attitude towards the recommendations 
of the United Nations. In general we had the 
impression that these gentlemen, although well-meaning, 
shared in the general ignorance which prevails in 
this country about Palestine, and we hope we did 
something to enlighten them. 


5. It may be also of interest to mention that 

Mr. Bennet's law firm, Bennet, House & Couts, of 44 
Wall St., New York, handled the case for the release 
of the BEN HECHT's crew and are at present concerned 
to secure the release of the American members of the 


/crew 
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yy 


crew of the PRESIDENT WARFIELD (EXODUS 1947) on 
the ground that the initial stages in the boarding 
of this ship took place outside territorial 


waters. 


We are sending a copy of this letter to 
Jerusalem, 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 
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26th November 1945 


Ernest Bevin Esq., M.P., 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


Dear Mr. Bevin: 


POET 


ws 


The United Nations Organization became effective ne Sera CN a aay ee nae 
Ocbober 24th 1945. The fifty-one nations included in it eee ee ee ee ee 
are, so far as the maintenance of peace is concerned, ee. Me ee re 
bound by the provisions of the San Franéisco Charter. 
Each nation has surrendered something of its independent 
sovereignty so that peace may be maintained. Under 
Article 106 of the Charter, five not one - China, 
Russia, France, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States of America ~ exercise full control until the 
assembly and security council are set up. 


avr 


In reference to American participation in the 
Palestine situation we beg to submit that if the United 
Kingdom, as the Mandatory Power over Palestine, permits 


the resumption of free immigration of all persons into 
Palestine, which course it states will require force to 
maintain, the Mandatory Power has the right under the 
above-mentioned Article 106 to invoke the aid of the 
four Associate Nations in maintaining peace.” 
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Respectfully, 


Guy M. Gillette 
Chairman and former Senator from Iowa 


NOO NOT 


Fowler Harper 
Professor Law School, Indiana University 


Joseph Sharfsin, Andrew L. Somers 
Former City Solicitor, Philadelphia, Representative in 
| Congress from 
JOhan J. Smertenko N.Y. State 
Author and Editor 
J. David Stern 


William S$. Bennet Publisher 
Former Representative in Congress 
from New York 
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